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British Columbia’s Comox Valley is in the midst of a housing boom.
Generally this is good news, but for lower income families whose
landlords sell their apartments or houses with little notice, times 
are tough.

Two years ago, Jennifer and Derreck Guignard found themselves 
in this position. Derreck worked shifts as a tugboat operator and
Jennifer worked part-time in retail. They, along with their young
children, Kyle (now 14), Austin (now 9) and Madison (now 7), 
moved seven times in a three-year period.

Imagine their joy when the Guignards found out they had been
selected to be one of the first two Habitat for Humanity families 
in Comox Valley.

The build was a tremendous success. Habitat for Humanity came 
to the Valley through the initiative of Jon Toogood in 2003, and 
the community was quick to respond. 197 people volunteered to 
help in the blitz build of the Guignard home, including local
politicians and even two Japanese exchange students. 146
businesses, individuals and organizations donated money or 
products for the construction of this house.

At the house dedication ceremony, members of the affiliate and
community brought symbolic and practical gifts for the Guignards: 
a loaf of bread for nourishment, salt to add spice to their lives, 
a Bible for spirituality, a fix-it book and a set of tools to help keep
their house in good shape, and a tree and shrub donated by the 
local horticultural society for beauty.

“It has been exciting times for our affiliate,” says Toogood. “We 
have a strong board and lots of community support – probably 
seven out of ten people here know about Habitat for Humanity 
and what we’re doing.”

Perhaps most exciting of all is the difference a home has made in 
the lives of the Guignards. The stability of owning a home and 
having regular, reasonable payments enabled the Guignards to
purchase a business – the community’s well-known pizza business. 

“They knew they weren’t going to be bumped around anymore,” 
says Toogood with pride.

Table of CONTENTS
• Hope after the Hurricane ....................................................... 4 & 5

• Youth Raise the Roof .................................................................... 6

• Building on Faith ........................................................................... 7

• Jimmy Carter Work Project in Canada .......................................... 8

Six houses were built last summer in Windsor, ON as part of the
massive, successful Jimmy Carter Work Project in both Canada and
the United States. 

Some project numbers (courtesy of Jerry Hollister of HFH Michigan):
� 1 Former President and his wife participated

� 1 Miss Teen Canada participated

� 3 Cities visited by the Carters (Benton Harbor, Detroit & Windsor)

� 5 Event wide corporate sponsors: Whirlpool, Masco, Dow, Lowes
and Great Lakes Capital Fund

� 30 Countries represented by volunteers

� 238 Total homes built during JCWP 2005

� 390 + people attended Jimmy Carter visit in Windsor

� 1000 Number of people who moved into JCWP homes

� 20,000-25,000 Number of volunteers that worked on a Carter
house somewhere in Michigan or Ontario

� 714,000 Approximate number of volunteer hours to build the
homes

� 9,600,000 Nails driven

� 19,500,000 Total dollars raised for JCWP 
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Jimmy Carter WORK PROJECT in Canada

A Home Makes the DIFFERENCE


